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Who's Irish?
The story "Who's Irish" by Gish Jen is a story of a 68-year-old Chinese woman living in America, trying to help her daughter and her family raise her granddaughter, Sophie. She struggles while watching Sophie grow up in the American culture and wishes to discipline her the way a proper Chinese girl is presented.
Question 1 
In the short story, the grandmother spends a lot of time characterizing herself as a fierce, hardworking, and determined woman and tries to prove it throughout the story. Her actual traits, however, are displayed in her relationship with her relatives and in-laws. The narrator is principled and sticks to her Chinese principles. She constantly compares her son-in-law to their Chinese culture disapprovingly and sees her son-in-law as a lazy bum as he is continuously unemployed (Jen 614). She disapproves of the way Natalie raises her daughter Sophie and wants to raise her the Chinese way. The grandmother also displays anger in her relationship with her extended relatives. She gets mad at John's brothers when they insist that Sophie is a 'brown-skinned girl. She retorts at them, and they don't mention her brownness anymore (Jen 616). She also gets angry seeing Sophie throw away her clothes and stay naked at the park. The Chinese grandmother's stubbornness and strict discipline are displayed when babysitting her granddaughter, Sophie. She says she needs some spanking to make her stop taking off her clothes in public. True to her words, she spanks Sophie when she takes off her clothes and threatens to spank her if she does it again. (Jen 618) She also pokes Sophie when she refuses to get out of the foxhole until her face and eyes get bruised (Jen 619-620). When Sophie doesn't respond to her threats and reverse psychology when she tries to leave her at the park, the grandmother seems scared and displays her caring nature. She questions whether Sophie could have died in the foxhole, fallen asleep, or crying in the hole. The grandmother tries bribing her with a lollipop if Sophie gets out, but Sophie doesn't give in, making her even more scared. She even contemplates looking for help but is too afraid to leave her granddaughter in the hole alone when Sophie's parents arrive.
Question 2 
In the short story who's Irish, there's a lot of conflict between the Chinese grandmother and her daughter Natalie as the grandmother feels her daughter is not raising Sophie the Chinese way. The Chinese grandmother suggests spanking for her granddaughter's bad behavior putting her into conflict with Natalie, who believes in dialogue. Natalie had experienced spanking and said it makes children have low self-esteem (Jen 617). The Chinese grandmother feels that Natalie is insensitive and doesn't appreciate that she babysits Sophie for free but disagrees with her skills. It worsens later when the Chinese grandmother pokes Sophie until her face becomes sore; Natalie then tells her to look for another place to live. The Chinese mother is uncomfortable with her son-in-law being jobless and spending most of his time at the gym. Natalie defends John, further annoying her mother, saying gym is good for his mental health, and nobody wants to hire a depressed person. When John gets a job and later loses it, the narrator is uncomfortable with her daughter being the only breadwinner since she is hardworking. Natalie finds herself in conflict with her mother because of her constant complaining about her in-laws. She asks her how she would feel if someone kept saying Chinese this Chinese that she does with the Irish. Natalie later sends her mother away in fear of getting a divorce because her mother meddles in their affairs. The narrator is the protagonist about other people's culture despite having stayed there for some time. She finds it hard to cope with the American way of raising children and decides to apply the Chinese style to her granddaughter. She spanks her granddaughter, who rebels further, and tells her, "I hate you! She yell. I hate you, Meanie!" (Jen 619) Therefore, the Chinese immigrant finds herself in conflict with herself as she tries to adapt to the new culture that she finds herself in despite having carried along with values from her mother country.
Question 3
[bookmark: _GoBack]In Gish Jen's story, when Natalie and John send the Chinese grandmother away, she is hesitant, saying her late husband told her to watch over the family (Jen 621). After looking for an apartment in vain, John's mother takes her in, and the Chinese woman admits to having looked down on the Americans and says she quits saying Irish this Irish that as it is inappropriate. Her attitude could be because she had no choice or change of Irish perspective after living with Bess. Bess embraces her and tells anybody who asks that the Chinese woman is a permanent resident and is not going anywhere. The narrator later refers to herself as an honorary Irish, finally accepting to be one of them. The narrator says that she now watches satellite TV and watches bloopers with Bess and loves seeing birds feed all day(Jen 621). Person versus society conflict is evident in the short story in the narrator's view. The Chinese grandmother finds it challenging to understand the modern western way of living and raising children, born and raised a conservative Chinese. The conflict further manifests when she is tasked with babysitting her granddaughter when her nanny quits. She blames her former babysitter Ammy for her granddaughter's misbehavior. Sophie's grandmother blames her habit of taking off her clothes on Ammy's light dressing(Jen 617). She finally uses the traditional Chinese way of babysitting, which makes Sophie hate her, and Natalie throws her out of her residence. Natalie's in-law's way of living also bothers the narrator as she sees John and his brothers as lazy male chauvinists and refers to them as plainly boiled and not well-spiced as the Chinese(Jen 615). She added that she has been hardworking and has thus earned her all she has, unlike the Irish who sit around and are on welfare and severance pay. The narrator does not understand why mothers take care of their daughters in America, while it's the other way round in Chinese. The Chinese woman tells her daughter Natalie that in Chinese, there is no word like supportive. The Chinese woman struggles to find her identity in America as she holds on to her Chinese culture; she, however, gets used to the Irish and doesn't mind associating herself with them anymore. The Chinese woman is no longer bothered by John and his brother's presence.
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